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LONDON FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

1 . SCHAUEELE, CHARLES FRANK AND 1 HAD LUNCH YESTERDAY 
WITH BRAND FOURIE AND AMBASSADOR BOTHA. THE MAIN SUBJECT, 
NATURALLY ENOUGH, WAS GENEVA. 

2. EOURIE AND BOTHA ELABORATED THEIR IDEAS ON HOW TO BREAK 
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A POSSIBLE DEADLOCK IN GENEVA. AT THE OUTSET THEY INFORMED 
US THAT THEY DID NOT SUPPORT SMITH'S "INTERNAL OPTION" IF 
IT EXCLUDED ALL OF THE GENEVA PARTICIPANTS. THE SOUTH 
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AFRICANS COULD SUPPORT, HOWEVER, AND URGED US TO CONSIDER 
SERIOUSLY A VARIANT OE THE INTERNAL OPTION. THEIR SCEN- 
ARIO: SMITH WOULD ORGANIZE A TRANSITION GOVERNMENT HIM- 
SELE, ON THE LINES OE ANNEX C AND INVOLVING MUZOREWA AND, 

IE POSSIBLE, NKOMO. THEY EELT THAT MUZOREWA WOULD "GRAB 
THE CHANCE" TO TRANSLATE HIS LEADERSHIP OP A TRANSITION 
GOVERNMENT INTO POWER IN AN INDEPENDENT MAJORITY RULE 
GOVERNMENT. NKOMO MIGHT ALSO GO ALONG; POR ALTHOUGH HE 
WOULD AT THE OUTSET BE PLAYING SECOND FIDDLE 

TO THE MORE POPULAR MUZOREWA, NKOMO COULD HOPE TO REPLACE 
MUZOREWA EVENTUALLY BECAUSE OP THE BISHOP'S WEAK PERSON- 
ALITY AND LACK OP ADMINISTRATIVE SKILLS. MUGABE AND 
SITHOLE WOULD PROBABLY REMAIN OUT OP RHODESIA AND WOULD 
LOSE POWER EVENTUALLY. MACHEL AND NYERERE WOULD OPPOSE 
ALL THIS BUT THE PROSPECT OP CONTINUED GUERRILLA WARFARE 
AGAINST A BLACK GOVERNMENT WOULD BE INHIBITING AND THE 
WAR WOULD EVENTUALLY WIND DOWN. "APRICANS WILL ACCEPT A 
PAIT ACCOMPLI, ' THEY SAID, CITING AS EVIDENCE THE RAPID 
RECOGNITION OP ANGOLA BY AFRICAN STATES. 

3. THEY PELT THAT A BREAKUP IN GENEVA CONFERENCE WAS AN 
ESSENTIAL PRECONDITION TO THIS SCENARIO. AN ADJOURN- 
MENT, WITH THE PRESUMPTION THAT ALL THE PARTIES WOULD 
EVENTUALLY RETURN TO THE CONPERENCE, WOULD NOT BE PRO- 
PITIOUS POR AN "INTERNAL OPTION" SOLUTION. 

4. THEY SAID THAT SMITH WAS PLANNING TO INTRODUCE A 
DOCUMENT AT GENEVA INCLUDING SOME OP THE PROVISIONS OF 
ANNEX C, BUT NOT IDENTIPYING THEM AS SUCH. THIS WOULD 
SIGNAL SMITH'S WILLINGNESS TO BE PLEXIBLE. THEY EMPHA- 
SIZED THEIR UNDERSTANDING THAT WE WOULD NOT PUSH SMITH 
BEYOND ANNEX C. WE AFPIRMED THAT OUR POSITION HAD NOT 
CHANGED. WE ALSO AGREED WITH THE SOUTH APRICANS THAT IT 
WOULD BE PREPERABLE POR SOMEONE OTHER THAN SMITH TO 
INTRODUCE THE ANNEX C PROPOSALS, SINCE HIS AUTHORSHIP IS 
NOT A VERY HIGH RECOMMENDATION IN THE EYES OP THE OTHER 
GENEVA DELEGATES. THE SOUTH AFRICAN CANDIDATE WAS 
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MUZOREWA. THEY HAD NO ILLUSIONS, THOUGH, THAT A TWO- 
TIERED PROPOSAL FROM ANYONE WOULD PLY AT THIS LATE DATE. 
BOTHA IS THE GLOOMIER OF THE TWO, BUT BOTH, I THINK, 

ANTICIPATE A BREAKDOWN. 

5. COMMENT: IP THE GENEVA CONPERENCE BREAKS DOWN, IT IS 
CLEAR THAT WE WILL BE FACED WITH A VERY DIPFICULT CHOICE. 

THE RHODESIANS, WITH STRONG SOUTH APRICAN SUPPORT, WILL 
PROBABLY SEEK OUR SUPPORT POR A MODIFIED "INTERNAL 
OPTION " REVOLVING AROUND MUZOREWA. THIS STRATEGY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


MIGHT WELL BE ACCEPTED BY MUZOREWA, 

PARTICULARLY IP IT HAD U.S. AND U.K. BACKING. (SEE 
SCHAUPELE CONVERSATION WITH GAB ALLAH, SECOND MAN IN THE 
ANC, IN REPTEL.) NEVERTHELESS, WE WERE NOT AS PERSUADED 
AS BOTHA AND FOURIE THAT THIS WOULD BE THE BEST 
COURSE OF ACTION IF THE CONFERENCE DID BREAK DOWN. END 
COMMENT. 

6. THE SOUTH AFRICANS SAW ANOTHER POSSIBLE WAY OUT OF THE 
GENEVA STALEMATE, I.E., AN OFFER BY THE BRITISH TO PLAY 

AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT. THEY HAVE 

IT IN MIND, HOWEVER, THAT SMITH HAS SAID PUBLICALLY HE 
WOULD NOT AGREE. THE SOUTH AFRICANS SUSPECT, HOWEVER, 
THAT THIS MAY BE A NEGOTIATING POSITION, AND THAT SMITH 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO MOVE IF THE NEED ARISES. SOUTH 
AFRICA ITSELF HAS NO OFFICIAL POSITION ON THIS VARIANT 
COURSE, BUT FOURIE SAID PERSONALLY, "IT IS THE ONLY 
BLOOMING WAY OUT IF THE CONFERENCE IS TO SUCCEED." 

7. FOURIE ALSO TOLD US THAT HE HAD INFORMED HAWKINS, 
SMITH'S MAN IN PRETORIA, THAT SAG HAS PROMISED NOT TO 
PUSH RHODESIANS BEYOND ANNEX C, BUT FOURIE PERSONALLY 
TOLD HAWKINS SOUTH AFRICA WOULD NOT OBIECT IF RHODESIANS 
THEMSELVES DECIDE TO CONCEDE MORE. 

8. FOURIE ALSO SAID THATTHE WHITE RHODESIANS WOULD LIKE 
TO SEE SOME EVIDENCE THAT THE ECONOMIC SUPPORT FUND IS 
STILL ALIVE. THE SOUTH AFRICANS AGREED WITH US, HOWEVER, 
THAT IT WAS NOT TIMELY TO APPROACH OTHER DONORS ON THE 
FUND UNTIL GENEVA BEGAN TO SORT ITSELF OUT. (COMMENT: 
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THIS IS THE LINE I THINK YOU SHOULD TAKE WITH THE BRITISH 
IN LONDON THIS WEEKEND.) 

ROBINSON 
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